Reminiscences of ICES '99
Tosifusa Toda ICES '99, the Meeting of the International Council of Electrophoresis Societies, was successfully held in Omiya with a large attendance from many countries. The ICES '99 in Japan was initially planned by Dr. Takeo, the former president of the Japanese ElectroThe ICES '99 would be the second opportunity for hosting the international meeting in Japan. However, majority of council members of the Japanese Electrophoresis Society might be in pecuniary anxiety, since the was accepted. The venue for the conference was moved from Hotel Le Meridien Grand Pacific Tokyo to Omiya Sonic City because of the financial reason. Although the organization of the meeting was not so smoothly proceeded, ICES '99 was successfully carried out as a consequence owing to great efforts of all members of the organizing committee of the meeting. Especially Dr. Manabe, the chairman of the program committee, arranged the working budget to invite active researchers from abroad as many as possible. The president Dr. Hashimoto offered his special budget for supporting students and young scientists to attend the meeting. Financial supports were extensively collected from many companies by the efforts of Dr. Sakurabayashi, Dr. Iino and Dr. Kanno. And the deficit was supplemented with donations from many members of the Japanese Electrophoresis Society. The special issue of the Japanese Journal of Electrophoresis for the program and abstracts was well edited by Dr. Nakamura and Dr. Sudo.
The first day of ICES '99 was held as the joint session with the spring meeting of the Japanese Electrophoresis Society in which two Hirai Prize winners, Dr. Righetti and Dr. Celis, gave their special lectures. In the general sessions, many interesting lectures on various topics in electrophoresis and related techniques were given by top researchers in the world. A large number of presentations upon the advanced technology of proteomic analysis gave us a fresh impact in particular.
In sessions of particulate electrophoresis and affinity electrophoresis, current researches in those fields were presented and discussed. Reports of many cases of clinical application offered interesting examples for us to realize the usefulness of electrophoretic analysis in the field of clinical investigation again.
There was a remarkable participation of asian countries to ICES '99.
Three tiles of papers on twodimensional electrophoresis, three on capillary electrophoresis, two on proteomic analysis, one title each on isoelectric focusing, DNA electrophoresis, and continuous free-flow electrophoresis were presented from China including Hong Kong. Two titles on SDS-PAGE/immunoblotting were reported from Taiwan. Two papers on capillary electrophoresis and one research on new technology were from Korea.
Luncheon seminars given by three companies collected a large audience, and much interesting information about new products and technologies were announced. The booth of internet on-line poster session was opened first in the exhibition hall in which general poster presentation and commercial exhibition were done. The business meeting of the International Council of Electrophoresis Societies was held in Palace Hotel Omiya at the third day of program with attendance of President Dr. Hashimoto, Dr. Taketa and Dr. Nakamu- Correspondence address: Tosifusa Toda, Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Gerontology, 35-2, Sakae-cho, Itabashi-ku, Tokyo 173-0015, Japan. ICES '99 ra from our Japanese Electrophoresis Society (Fig. 1) . Dr. Hashimoto chaired the meeting, and the plan of the future meeting that will be held in Australia in 2003 was accepted by all the attendance at the meeting.
The Banquet was made in the evening at the Ceremony Hall of the hotel (Fig. 2) , and all the participants seemed to quite enjoy the special program of attraction performed by a Japanese traditional drum players. And finally, Dr. Hochstrasser of Geneva University Hospital gave us a talk about the overview of researches on the wide range of field from genome to proteome in his closing lecture. Manuscripts for the proceedings of ICES '99 that would be published on a special issue of Electrophoresis were reviewed by many council members of the Japanese Electrophoresis Society and edited by Dr. Hashimoto, Dr. Taketa, Dr. Manabe and Dr. Nakamura. After closing the meeting, I deeply felt that the organization of ICES '99 in Japan might be a good opportunity to open a new gate for the Japanese Electrophoresis Society to step into the next progress in the twenty first century. 
